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TO 

i@ .. Mr. BENBOW, 

OF THE TOWN OF MANCHESTER, 
Bue of the English Reformers, 
Y Bi now tmprisoned in some prison wn 
BR Great. Britain, under a warrant 
of a Secretary of State, in vir- 
tue of an Act, lately passed, 
eg 2 ; 

lodging’ the absolute power of 


om... 

, imprisonment in the hands of the 
Ox °° 

* Ministry. 

OSs Spee 

ber LETTER Ii. 

ed, —- ; 
ose North Hampstead, Leng Island, 











September 26, 1817. 

learn Sin—Agreeably to the 
mise, im my former letter, 
ed on the 19th of this month, 
low proceed to develope my 
n for assisting in the acquire- 
nt of beok- -learning all those, 
inst whom theBoroughmongers 
e, In a great degree, closed 
door to ‘such learning, and 
m they have the insolence 
denominate the ‘“‘ Lower Or- 
” To effect this object, it is 
intention to publish, at a very 
ip rate, though the word cheap 
shake the nerves of Sidmouth 
Canning to jelly; ata very 
aD rate it is my intention to 
ish, First; “ an English 
rammar, for the use of “Ap- 
entices, Plough-Boys, Sol- 
ers, and Sailors.” SECOND: 
History of the Laws and 
PPastitution of England,” for 
wd se of the same description of 


rou 
ous 
live 
5 of 
ym 
re- 


ant, 


—_- - 


persons. Tuirpn; ‘A History 
“of the Church and of Religion 
‘in England, in which will be 
‘* seen the origin of the present 
** claims of the Clergy, and in which 
** their duties will also be shown,”’ 
for the use of the same descrip* 
tion of persons. Fourtn; “A 
‘¢ view of the present state of the 
‘Income, Debt, and Expences of 
** the Kingdom ; its Population 
‘‘and Paupers; its Causes of 
‘‘ Embarrassment and Mésery, 
‘¢ and the means of Restoration to 
“ease and happiness,” for the 
use of the same description of 
persons. 

These four works will form four 
distinct volumes,each volume to be 
sold separately. Indeed, they will 
be four books independent of each 
other; yet, all tending to, the 
same good end; namely, the ren- 
dering of creat numbers. of the 
people a match, at least, in point 
of book-learning, to more than the 
average of ‘* Noble Lords”’ and 
‘¢ Honourable Gentlemen ;”’ and, 
the price of the whole four volumes 
shall not exceed much more than 
half the amount of the tax which 
the Jabourer in England now 
pays upon one single bushel of salt ; 
and, this price shall not exceed 
the taxes which he now really 
pays upon every twenty-five hobs 
of beer that he drinks. 

It is my intention to publish the 
books in succession, one every 
three or four months, ‘till the 
whole. be completed, beginning 
with the Grammar in January 
next. After this the other books 





will follow to.great advantage ; 
M M 
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| , ie now 
and, any young man or boy, who}! pieces of prodigious calibre, at. re 
shall have read the whole of the | tended by those: able gunners, uZ 
four books through, and shail have | Oliver. Castles and their fellows, P 
made himself master of their con- | will fly harmless over our heads, T 
tents, may fairly say, that he knows | or spend their murderous torce in Wj that 
more than the average of those | the sands of our approaches, [py @¥Grat 
haughty and insolent men, who | the mean while, our attack by form 
now affect to regard the great! open assault must proceed with al] cours 
mass of the pecple as a herd of} its usual vigour ; ond thus, either Medin 
half-barbarians. As the works} we, or our children, shall make @@ schol 
themselves will be brief, it ts my | sure of the destruction of our and ducec 
intention, as I proceed in»the| our country’s foe, who is also the thets 
three latter, to refer to particular | foe of freedom in every quarter fmf be: 
Statutes, or official Documents, or | and corner of the world. + comin 
writings of authority; in order The study of GRAMMAR 18 ge- sh 8 
that those, who have the leisure | nerally extremely irksome, and for oe I 
and other means, may enlarge | that reason, it is seidom, compa nee 
their studies as to these very im- | ratively, prosecuted to coplete , nit 
portant matters. If, then, [ do} success. But the attaining of this hetem 
not greatly deceive myself, we}art and science (for Gramma HyS, y 
shall see, in spite of all the efférts | partakes of both) being so verygmmust 
of our enemies, a public more than | essential ; it being the foundatio i 
a match for legitimacy. Weshall| of all book-learning, must be ac rn _ 
haveto contend with the great body | complished, before we can, wit Ing, t 
of the Boroughweongers, their Ma- | any chance of final success, pro An 
gistrates.and theirClergy,and with | ceed beyond it. The irksomenes w oF 
all their numerous dependents ; | too, arises in a great degree, frome co 
but their efforts, though aided by | the methods made use of in thgever ta 
terror and by couxing alternately, | teaching of Grammar. Men ¢ n be 
by blows and by patting, will fail | real talent have seldom meddle et , 
in the end. Popular contempt; with the subject. They hav lle, 
wiil soon assail them from every} thought of it as a grown up magecvers | 


quarter; and, you will please 
to bear in mind, that those, who 
have withstood the effects of ha; 
tred for ages, have never failed 
to yield to general contempt. 
We have been attacking the cita- 
del of Corruption by open assault. 
Lo accomplish our object by sap 
and mine may be more slow ; but, 
as in most other cases, it will, 
from that very circumstance, be 
more sure. Here we may advance 
securely, and laugh at the shells 
and shot from the ramparts, with 
which Corruption has surrounded 
herself. ‘Ihe balls of “* Sedition” 
and the Bomb-shells of * Blas- 
** phemy,” invented by Sidmouth 
and Shepherd, and fired from their | 
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thinks of mother’s milk and swad@!!'eue: 
dling clothes; yet, there was wearer) 
time when mother’s milk al ver able 
swaddling clothes were very N@fs of ru 
cessary to him; and, not to fever be 
some anxiety to see them provid@gtently 

for others, is to act a part?  difficu 
much unlike that of those fool WNassis 
and unfeeling fathers, who sul this rd 
unnatural mothers to drive th@me to 


offspring to bireling breasts, af" @ pe 
thus to rob them of that bi Tha 
right, to which, in their first € me ; ) 
der accents, nature bids them fj ''S se 
forward what she deems an ! Fehaws 
sistible claim; but, which cl ep 
is frequently rejected, and by tthe ¢3 


persons in the world ef" 
quently than by those who 
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now the insolence to call the mass 
- of the People of England the 
» «Lower Orders.” 


} ‘ . . 4 

. The composing of GRamMARs. 
Aq that ix to say, books t@ teach 
n grammar, has generally been per 


y @formed by mere pedants: anu of 
( course, the subject has been treat- 
ein a pedant-like manner. ‘The 
ce @gicholar is, all of a sudden, intro- 
nd Mgduced toa set of terms and epi 

bo Mthets that he has never even heard 
of before. There is nothing of 


ter + 
ommon talk to be seen. The au- 
g-Mathor scems to take rt for granted, 


foragihat his book is to be studied by 
person, to whom his terms and 
definitions are already familiar. 
He states ; he days down rules ; he 
ays, you must do this, and you 
must not do that. He never rea- 
ns; he has none of the why and 
he whercfore. Hence the puz- 
ling, the wearisomeness, the dis- 
ust, of the scholar, who lays down 
te book in despair; and, if he 
nce does this, all is over. He 
ever takes it up again. Besides, 
e far greater part, if not the 
hole, of those, wko hiave written 
poks upon this subject, have had 
achers to assist thew in the ac. 
lirement of their knowledge of 
ranmar. For this reason, how- 
ver able their minds inthe digest- 
w of rules for others, they have. 
ever been led to contemplate suf- 
vidagciently the nature and extent of 
t MEEe difficulties, which the solitary, 
‘oli Uassisted, scholar experiences. 
sufae this respect I possessed, when | 
came to write iny French Gram- 
ar,a peculiaradvantage. I had 
nt the English and then the 
ench Grammar without ever 
ming seen the face of a teacuer, 
y studies had been prosecuted 
hidst the woods and snows of 
ova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
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minutes from a greater quantity 
and variety of military and other 
dutt)s than, [ believe, wore ever 
the lot of any other mau living, 
As IT proceeded, thet which had 
appeared a great diffeiltya month 
back, appeared so plas. that I 
wondered at my recent stupidity; 
aud, I saw, that, if Thai bat had 
a leacher at wy elbow, just to say 
one word to me, My puzZiiny would 
not have been of «a mowent's du- 
ration. But, whea I came ‘te 
wiite my French Granmar, [ re- 
membered all these puzzle wits; 
and, by dealing pretty largely in 
the why and the wherefore, I took 
care, Im many Instances, at jeast, 
that my scholar should be relieved 
from these disheartening stum- 
biing blocks. And, indeed, this ig 
what I see the French Editors of 
new editions of my Grammar par- 
ticularly remark in commendation 
of it. They say, that | myself 
always reason, and tha*f, thus, in- 
duce the scholar to reason; that I 
am pot content with his memory, 
but force him to give me the use 
of his mind . 

This.as very high praise, and 
higher, perhaps, than the work 
merits: but, to a certain extent, 
it is just; and hence tt is, that this 
work, the production of a few 
weeks of the most busy a .d anxi- 
ous part of my life, has attained a 
higher reputation than auy other 
of the kind. At the time when] 
wrote it, [ was incessantly occu- 
pied, during the day-light in 
teaching French people English; 
and, during a month out of the 
seven or eigut weeks that | was 
engaged upon it, Pseldom had my 
clothes off, being occupied with the 
hope, which, at la-t, proved vain, 
of saving thie life of a then only 
child, and having to assuage the 
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tionate mother. There were these | 


anxieties at home, while my scho- | 


lars were importuning me, the 
bookseller and printer bothering 
mé, and their devils haunting me, 
all the time that this Grammar 
was writing, The event which | 
had been so anxious to prevent, 
made me disgusted with every 
thing, and to finish the Grammar 
was ‘the object, not to write it as I 
was able todoit. I stopped at 
the part, where it was my inten- 
tion to have taken great pains ; 
and hurried on as if to get rid of a 
job. And yet, this Grama: ar, only 
because its ideas are simple, and. 
because it appeals to the reason of 
the Scholar, is esteemed beyond 
any other having the same object 
in view. 

With my Enelish Grammar | 
. shall take much more pains. In- 
deed, I shall do all [ can to ren- 
der it complete. I actually began 
it, several “ears ago, for the use 
of my own children. It was to 
have been a series of letters to ny 
eldest daughter, who was then 
about 13 or 14 years of age. I 
wrote some of the Letters, and 
she copied them. But, before I 
had gone far, [ found that she gal- 
lopped away "from me so fast, that 
rules of grammar were wholly un- 
necessary to her. She was a very 
good grammarian before | had ad- 
vanced. into the middle of my 
work. I had opened the gate so 
fairly for her, and had shown the 

way so clearly, that she was at the 
end of her journey in a very short 
space of time without any more of 
my assistance. This same mat- 
ter, as far as it went, | shall now, 
eg recast into another form. 

ut, the form is of little conse- 
quence. ‘The principles are eter- 
nally the same; and itis the mak- 
ing of these elear and of easy com- 
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Ta 


prehension that is the only object 


worthy of great care in such an yy 

undertaking. But, I should ob. 4 1! 
serve here, that, whatever I may Booke 
be able to do in this way, patience Ml vleb: 
will be necessary in the pursuit off, ;) 
the study; for, to half learn any fre to 






















thing is worse than the knowing 
of nothing at allabout it. Parry. 
rers have generally that sort of 
knowledge of grammar, which 
makes them very troublesome, if 
not mischievous.. They do not 
know the principles, and, they 
often take upon them to correct the 


10 he 
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author, which is quite dreadfulle cop 
work. . They have no need (as tof, j, 
their trade) to know any thingMMa; jg 
about the matter; and their think, p. 


ing that they know all about it 
very often produces great mischief 
especially if they have the pre 
sumption to become ‘* cor rectors’ 


d, to 
ere oy 
sure 
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This puts me in mind of an erro val 
(a hire itcnty error) in the print##inmon 
ing of the last Register at NewMT) ¢ 
York. Itis therein said, that th eof t] 
French word couvert means £0 si loo ry; 
over eggs. But, it should hav@§\o,, ;, 
been, the French word cowver. self, 
mention this here, in order t@@ J yey 
show how easy it is to make not lave ¢ 
sense of sense by the mere addi) .h.,, 
tion, or omission, of a single letMoihey , 
ter; and also to show, that, Ws 1G 
passing through the press (especith the’ 
ally when the author has not t hewher 
means of correcting the prey to ef 
errors will inevitably occur. hey, oj 

“A little learning is a danger -com 
“ thing,” one of our Poets Mieoinen 
said ; that is to say, a little pot, chos 
tion of that, which, to be uselU@t xt the 
aman must know the whole Er, to , 
As, for instance, in the sh0e ssp. 
making line, it would be ve Cantaj, 
dangerous for a man to learn héfy, ty, 
how to cut out a shoe, and then, | }. 


begin cutting and hacking a¥{compa, 

Wn Ag 
» the f 
lician, 


upon a fine large skin or hit 
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ct 
in Mut, the insolent men, who call, adventure, at which we had a most 
b. Mus the “ Lower Orders’? have! hearty laugh. The Admiral has 
ay Mwoked up this saying of this just!y | since been engaged in scenes, 
ce Meelebrated Poet so as to apply it | which render him not very popu- 
off the mass of the people, who | larin America; but, for my part, 
ny Mere to know nothing, because they | f always have thought him a most 
ng fo not know Latin and Greek: } worthy man, and sincerely devoted 
N-fid who yet, at the same time, | to the honour and welfare of his 
Offre making such a senseless noise | country. I then enlisted into the 
ich@Bbout educating, as they call it, | 54th Regiment, which was serv- 










, ie children of the poor! It +s aj ing in Nova Scotia, and which J 
hotfangerous thing to learn a Jittle | joined the following year. Soon 
heyfmi Grammar; because, that little | after I had enlisted, a young 
thelMan be of no use, while it gives | gentleman in Loudon, who faa 


iful 


e conceit cf knowing the whole. | taken great notice of me during 





tofu, to know the whole of Gram- | my residence there, upon being 
mug@mar is, as Y shall more clearly | informed by me of what I had 
Ink-Mhow. presently, of wonderful use; ; done, began his answer to me in 


t iid, to acquire this knowledge /somewhat these words: ‘ Now, 
nielMere will need nothing but the j “ then, my dear Bill, it is for you 
prew@iure ¢ime of an apprentice, or | “ to determine, wiether you shall, 
ors" a plough-boy, for one year at | “ all your life, yield an abject sub. 
TTOle most, supposing him to be of | ‘* mission to others, or whether, 
rintimmon natural capacity. ‘¢ you yourself shall be a guider 
NewHTo convince you of the great!‘ and leader of’ men. Nature 
t the of this branch of knowledge, | ‘‘ has done her part towards you 
tos learning, | have only to relate | ‘‘ most generously; but, her fas 
hav@%you its effects with regard to} ‘‘ vours will be of no avail with- 















’. Biself. itis clear, that, without |‘ out a knowledge of grammar. 
er (@ | never could have done what | ‘* Without that knowledge you 


nol@iave done as a writer; but, [| ‘* will be laughed at by block- 
addi@§il shew you how it affected me | heads: with it, you may laugh 
e letMother walks of life. When [| ‘‘ at thousands who think them- 
at, Ws 16 years old, I was. seized |‘ selves learned men.” The let- 
speclith the resolution to go abroad {ter was long, full of urgent re- 
ot Uiewhere or other. The ready | commendation, and seasoned with 
ressi@y to effect this purpose without | the kindest of expressions, all 
ney, of which I had none, was | which I knew to be sincere. 

become a sailor, or a soldier in | was, at that time, much more in- 
‘giment serving abroad. I, at|tent upon the beauty of my cap 


ger 
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!, chose the former, and went, 
tat the close of the American 


', to offer myself on board the 
Asus at Spithead, commanded 
Captain, now Admiral Berke- 
He rejected me, and as he 
l, | believe very sincerely, out 
Compassion to me. I have 
wn Admiral Berkeley since, 
» the first time I saw him asa 
lician, I reminded him of the 





and feathers than upon any thing 
else; but, upon seeing my friend 
afterwards to take leave of him, 
he renewed his advice in such a 
strain as to make a thorough im- 
pression upon me; and [+et about 
iny study in good earnest. W hen 
I saw him again, in 1806, long 
after my return from the United 
States to England, and after he 
had been an Envoy to two or 
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three foreign courts, what a space 
to look back upon! What a 
series of events in both cur lives! 
Whatachinge! And, in tracing 
the growth of my powers back to 
their root, | came to his kind 


advice to study Grammar. This 
gentiewan was Mr. Bengamin 
GARL IKE, who was las c. | ae 


lieve, Envoy at Copenhagen, an: 
who died a few ye ars ago ‘Our 
politics when We met did not 
accord; end though h» retained 
all the ktucan ss and all the virtue 
and integr ty of his youth, he had 
lost aii its vigour. He had tived 
go lois in courts, had so long had 
to do with superior power, and 
had so long lived in submission to 
the mandates of others, that he 
becais) nervous when he heard 
my ordinary talk about men in 
place andauathority. But, he was 
a mo-t kind and virtuous man, 
and to hi advice L owe alll have 
ever possess d beyond the lot of 
aconimon soidier. 

When Lecane to my Regiment, 
I soon f und the use of my know- 


ledge of grammar, of which I 
found all my = saperiors wholly 
ignorant. | wae first Clerk to 


The accounts and 
Paymaster went 
rather. | 


the R gim nt. 
Jettgrs of the Pay 
throug! mny bands: or, 
was the maker of them. All the 
Returns. Reports, and = other 
Officia: Papers were of my draw- 
ing up. Then E became the Ser 

jeant Major to the Regiment, 
which brought me in close cor 

tact atevery hour, with the who! 

of the Epaulct gentry, whos: 
profound anid surprizing: ignor- 
ance [ di-covered in a twinkling. 
But, Poa very de licate part to 
act wit. th se enh} : for, whe 
I despree them for their 
ignorence aud their vanity. and 
hated the. for ther drunkenness 


. *. 
eToss 


and rapacity, I was fully sensible 
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{11008 tong 
: @ dur 
of their power, and | knew also fol! 
the envy, which my sudden rise 4s 
over the heads of so many old poo 
cerjeants had created. My pathill He. 
was full of rock~ aid pi: fails full 
and, as ] never disguis ed hy dis ques 
likes or re-trained my tongue, [ 











ano 
should have been broken an to k 
flogged for fitty different offencesM son. 
given to my supreme jack asseeMe his a 
had they not been kep' in awe bv have 
my inflexible sobriety, inpardll time: 
tiality, and integrity, by the con up : 
sciousness of then inferiority (@@ Jeno 
me, and by the real and almosfi jn th 
indispensible necessity of th@@ and « 
nse of my talents. First I had had 
by my skill) and by my evel hand 
lasting vigilance, eased them all this ; 


of the troudle of even thinking] while 


about their duty; and this mad Imag 
me their master, a situatio pen i 


in which, however, [I actell the 


with so much prudence, tha of th 
Fit was impos-ible for them. wit here, 
any shew of justice. to find faull fornye 
They, in fact, resigned all the dif anize 
}e:pline of the Regiment to MM of coy 
and I very freely left them iat 
swagger about, and to get roa cach 
ine dr unk out of the profits of th my he 
pillage, though T was, at the sail gyooe 


time, ma litre preparations f but, 


bringing them to justice for th to do 
pillage, in which I was final cate » 
defeated by the protection whi perce 
they receive ed at home. his ig 

‘l'o deseribe the various 1M nade 
stances: of their ignorance, “ wiiho 
the various tricks t they played saults 


disguise it from me, would fill this 

volume. It is tne Histoth in R lone: 
. ~ s 

giments to give out Orders evel ani. 


day from the Officer Commai story, 
is. These are written by ! pape 

‘ ) pe 
Adj ant, to whom the Serjea es 








> aa 


Viajor ts a sort of Dep uly. 1 He 
wan, whom | had to to with W otfine 
2 keen fellow, but wholly illite culo 
ate. The Orders, which he wro 





most cruelly murdered our mot 
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But, in his absence, or, 
a severe drunken fit, 
my lot to waite Orders 
As we both wrote ti the lage 
book. ‘ic used to lookoat the: 4 
He saw commas, semicolons. colons. 
full potas, acd paragraphs. Vre | 
questlous s he used to put to me, Hi 
an obscure sort of way, in order 
to know why [made these divi 
sions, aud yet, at the same time, 
his attempts 1 disguise his object, 
have made me laugh a thousand 
times. Asa otten bad to draw 
up statements of considerable 
length, aud as these were so much 
in the siyte and manner of a book. 
aud so muca unlike any thing he 
had ever secon b fore in) man’s 
hand writing, he, at last, fell pou 
this devic»: he made me write, 
while he pretended to dictate! 
Imagine to yourself me sitting, 
pen in hand, to put upon paper 
the precious ‘offspring of the mind 
of this stupid curmadgeon! But, 
here, a greater difficulty than any | 
former arose. He that could not | 
write good granmar, could not, | 
of course, dictate good gramuaar. 
Out wataid come some gross error, 
such as | was ashamed to see ie 
my hand writing. ! would stop ; 


tongue. 
during 


fell to 


ee —— — 


~ nee ae gg 





suggest another arrangement: 
but, this |] was, at first, obliged 


to do in a very indirect and dellt- 
cate manner. [ dared not let him 
perceive that | saw, or suspected, 
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| which will serve to show how 
it } ignorance placed him al my mercy. 


“: 
the Government. 
thr 


ito make a 
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his 


'It will also serve to showa little 
about Commissioners, scat out by 
There were 
‘or four Commissioners sent 
out to examine into the state of 
the Provinces of Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick. ‘Their business 
was Of a very extensive nature, 

They were to inguire into the 
nuuiber of the people, the extent 
ot their settlements, the provisions 
expended on them, and a great 
variety of other matters. Upon 
all these several heads they were 
Report, and to subjoin 


to itadeiatl in figures. It re- 


q' uired great ingenuity to frame 


ior resuitofthe w qsp rhe, 





his ignorance; and, though we 
made sad work of it, we got along 
Without any very sane@uinary as- 
saults upon mere grammar. But, 
this course could not continue 
long; ane he put an end to it in 
this way: he used to tell me his 
story, oh lave me to put it upon 
paper; and thus we continued to 
_the end of our connection. 

He played me a trick upon one 
occasion, which was more ridi- 


— ee we 


these tables of figures, to bring 
the radeand u: ndigested materials 
under general heads, dividing 
themselves into more particular 
sections, and thea again subdi- 
vi ding thems; elves > an d sO On, and 
a sort of total, 
To iia che 
this appendix to the Report, and 
to execute it im any mederate 
neve of paper required a head, an 
e, and a hand; anu to draw up 
; ve Ieport déself was a task of a 
stiil superior order. The Com- 
missioners, the name ef one of 
whom was Dundas Who or 
what he was besides, I know not; 
and I have forgotten the names of 
the rest. But, they closed their 
work at Frepericton in New 
Brunswick, where | was with my 
Regiment. Asthearrivalofevery 
stranger was an excuse for a roar- 
ing drunk with our heroes, so this 
ceremony now took place. But, 
the Commissioners had their Re- 


shon ing, at last, 





pert to make. And, what did my 


do it forthem! T hey, who, in alt 





do it eeemake es took him at his 


culous than any thing else, but! word; and, there was he in the 


ass of an Adjutant do, but offer to 


likelihood, did not know how to 
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sweetest mess that ever vain|‘‘ in order for you.” That was 
pretender was placed in. He | enough. Away he went, brought 
wanted to get some favour | me the whole mass, and, tossing 
from} these Commissioners, = them down upon the table : 
relied “upon me, not. only “ There,” said he, ‘* do what you 
perform the task, but to keep als “like with them; for, d—n the 


secret. But, then, the part he had 
to act now was full of difficulty. 
The Report of these fellows was 
no concern of mine. It could not, 
by any contrivance be hooked in 
amongst my duties. He, therefore, 


talked to me, at first, in a sort of 


ambiguous manner. He said, that 
the Commissioners wanted him to 
do it, and, d—n them, he wouid 
not do it forthem. Then, when 
[ saw him again, he asked me 
something about it, showing me 
their rude mass of papers, at the 
same time. [ now began to find 
what he would be at; but, I af- 
fected not to understand him, 
turned the matter. as soon as I 
could, and so we parted. At this 
time I had long been wanting to 
go and see an old jarmer and his 
family and to shoot wild pigeons 
in his woods: and, as the distance 
was great, and a companion on 
the journey necessary, | wanted a 
serjeant to go with me. The leave 
to do this had been put off for a 
a good while, and the Adjutant 
knew that I had the thing at heart. 
What does he do now, but come 
to me and after talking about the 
Report again, affect to lament, 
that he should be so much en- 
gaged with it, that there was no 
hope of my being permitted to go 
on my frolic, till he had finished 
the Report. 1, who knew very 
well what this meant, began to be 
very anxious for this finishing, to 
effect which I knew that there was 
but one way. ‘Tacked on to the 
pigeon- -s'ooting the Report be- 
came an obj ct of importance, and 
I said, ‘ perhaps 1 could do some- 


“ thing, Sir, in putting the papers 


|of the papers ; 





‘ rubbish, [ have no patience with 
i.” 
we looked onlyat the rude manner 
but the matter 
would to me, at this day, have 
been very interesting. [ d——d 
the papers as heartily as he did, 
and with better reason ; but, they 
were to bring me my week’ S frolic, 
and, as I entered into every thing 
with ardour, this pigeon- shooting 
frolic, at the : age of about 23, was 
more than a compensation for 
all the toil of this Report and its 
appendix. ‘To work I went, and 
with the assistance of my shooting- 
companion serjeant, who called 
over the figures to me, I had the 
Appendix “completed in rough 
draft in two days and one night. 
Having the detail before me the 
Report was a short work, and the 
whole was soon completed. ‘But, 
before a neat copy was made 
out, the thing had to be shown to 
the Commissioners. It would not 
do to shew it them tn my hand- 
writing. ‘The Adjutant got over 
this difficulty: by copying the Re- 
port; and, having shown it, and 
had it. highly applauded, “ well, 
then,” said he, “* here, Serjeant 
‘< Major, go and make a fatr copy. 
This was the most shameless thing 
that I ever witnessed. This Re- 
port and Appendix, though | 
hated the job, were, such was my 
habit of doing every thing well. 
executed with so much neatness 
and accuracy, that the Duke of 
Kent, who afterwards became 
Commander - in- Chief 
Provinces, and who was told o! 
this Report which was in his office 
at Halitax, had a copy of it made 


Rubbish it really was, if 


in those | 
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ried the original with him to Eng- 
land as a curiosity, and of this tact 
he informed nee himself. The 
Duke, from some source or other, 
had heard that it was | who had 


been the penman upon this occa- | 


sion, though I had never metition- 
ed it to any body. It drew forth 
a great deal of admiration at Fre- 
dericton, and the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor, General Carleton, asked 
me In plain terms, whether it was 
[who had drawn up the Report. 
The Adjutant had told me, that / 
need not say but it was he, because 
he had promised to do it himself. 
| was not satisfied with his logic ; 
but, the pigeon-shooting made me 
say, that I certainly would say it 
was done by him, ifany one should 
akme. And I kept my word with 
him; for, as I could not give the 
we ‘of the Governor the 20 
| Bly, 1 told him a lie at once, and 
aid it was the Adjutant. How- 
> Biever, [ lied in vain; for, when I 
> Baume to Halifax, in my way from 
, Ble United States to England, 
2 Bn years afterwards, I found that 
> Ble real truth was known to a 
t Humber of persons, though the 
- Bhing had w holly gone cut o' my 
t Hind; and, after my then late 
bursuits and the transactions of 
d fal magnitude, in which I had 
I, Pen concerned, IE was quite sur- 
it Brised that any body should have 
_ flached any importance to so 
ig nfling a thing. 
e- [What I remember of the Re 








1 Prt itself enables me to say, that 
NY #Wasshort ; that it placed a great 
il, Umber of topics very briefly i ina 
ss ery clear light ; ; th: at the transi- 
of Hons were natural and easy; that 
ne Be style was precise, and the 
se, ‘tribution uncommonly judici 
O1 8, 


| [ remember, that 1 was niy- 
ice Bt very much pleased with it, 
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with the party of pigeon-shooting 
made up the whole of the reward 
that I either received, expected, 
or wished for. 

| I have gone into detail as to 
this anecdote in order to show 
what pewer a knowledge of gram- 
inar gives to man. During the 
whole of my military life, I ‘owed 
even my safety to it; and, it is 
that, and that alone, which ena- 
bled me to pursue and acquire 
knowledge of a higher order; 
and, everv young man who shall 
réad what [ am now writing may 
be assured, that he can never ar- 
rive at fame : that he can never 
obtain and retain any great de- 
gree of influence over the minds 
of other men, unless he be pos- 
sessed of this branch of know- 
ledge, which, as 1 said before, 
though, in itself, contemptible, is 
the key to all the means of com- 
municating our thoughts to others. 
It is by the possession of this 
knowledge, that, sitting here in 
Long Island, | am able to tell you 
in England, what | think; and 
it is the possession of this know- 

{ledge by me, that has driven the 
Boroug ehmongers to those acts of 
desperation, which: will end in 
their ruin. It is very true, that 
all men are not born with the s same 
degree of capacity fer acquiring 
knowledge. But, nature has been 
too fair to give all the capacity to 
the Aristocracy. The honest 
dame has done no such thing; for 
amongst all the renowned men, 
how very few have sprung from 
that Order! & remember the 
close of a French stanza, of which, 
on account of its beauty, I am 

sorry I have torgotten the former 

part: 

De vingt Rois que i on cucense 


Le trepas brise ? aule:; 
Mais Voltaire est immortel. 
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‘ of kings, to whom the world are - her’s wit, 
“now offe “sng up incense, death | farther than his red-coated cirele. 


‘dashes the altar to picets, But, if he had had my cap icity 
“ while that of Voltaire willstand | of putting his thou: ghis upon pa. 


“for ever.’ And thus it tsinthe} per, 
reality. Genius 
com? out of the éotiage as out of | 
the splendid mansion, and even/| of an abundance of original con 

more likely, for, in the former! ception, of most profound | KNOW. 


case, nature is unopposed at the | ledge of character, Cie withou: 
| leavi ing a trace behind them, and 


ontset. I have had, during my | 
life, no little converse with men | without producing but little effect 
merely tro 


famed for their wit, for instance; | during their lives, 
but, the most witfy man IL ever) the want of knowing the method 
knew Was a private soldier. He|of placing words in a sentence! 
was not only the most witty, but} Almost every father and mothe: 
far the most witty. He ‘was a| wish their children to know some- 
Staffordshire man, he came from | thing of iilehcnetie. Very right 
Watsaun, and his name was} But words are still moe necessar 
Joun Fuetcner. [| have heard} than figures. If onty a fiftiet! 
from that. man more. bright | part of the time, which youn 
thoughts of a witty character, | pe ople spend in studving abou 
than [ ever heard from al! other | the stars, were spent in learning 
men, and than [have ever read in | how to speak and write correctly 
all the books that | have read in| what a difference would soon bj 
my whole life. No coarse jokes, | perceived! 
ho puns, no conundrums, no| For the want of a competen 
made up jests, nothing of the co/- | knowledge of Grammar what us 
lege kind; but real, sterling | easiness ‘do: men feel, when the 
sprigh ly wit. When I have | come to be rich, or to have C0 
heard people repeat the profli- | respondences to carry on! The 
gate sayings of Suertpan and,are always in doubt. What the 
have heard the House of Com- | write is by hazard correct, a 
mons roaring at his green-room | they have not the pleasure, ev 
trash, L have always thought of then, to know that it is so. The 
oor Jack Fletcher, who, if he | is no age, to which this study 
could have put his thoughts upon | unfit, and at which it cannot 
paper, would have been more re- prosecuted with success, of 
nowned than Butler or Swift. trath of which remark I will he 
This was a gift of nature in} give an encouraging  tnstan 
Jack Fleteber; but, though men| While our Regiment fay at ° 
are rarely so very hiehly gifted. | Joun, in New Brunswick, the 
it Is not toa few, either positively was a Co: mpany of Artillery al 
that the capa- | at the same place. It sometil 
city of acquiring of great know- | happened, that their non-comm 
ledge is c onfined. Indeed, it is | sioned officers had to come "4 
not the acquirement of knowledge, | their book to copy into it % 
which, in the present case, is so| Orders, which our Com: nand 
much wanted. It is simply the | Officer gave out for the observa 
capacity of communicating that | of the whole garrison, he bel 
knowledge to others. Jack Flet- | at such times, “the senior inc 
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is as likely to! world participate in our pleasure. 
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mand. 
sons a Bowh 
was HOWITE., so 
book =f hap! ened toeast my eve 
into the beok, and seeing ‘her 
an Order, writien in shocki: oly 


Upon one of these occa- | 
ardier, whese name 
eame with I. 





bad knelish, asked the Bombardier 
who it was that had written it: 
and, it is curious enough, that i 
was that very Mr. BLoomricLip, 
who is now that very Sir Benja- 
win, who tsa prime favourite a! 
Carlton House and a very worthy 
Member of another House, not 
less justly viewed by the people 
sEagtow il, and whch Mr. Bioom- 
field y 
of hele, and, as was said, 

most capital player on the Base 
Viol, or the Fiddie, I forg¢t which. 
The Bombardier was surprized 
to hear me say, that the man who 
wrote that order was an illiterate 
fellow. He had perceived nothing 
wrong in it. But when [had ex- 
plained to him how it wes wrong, 
and that there were the means 


at hand of being certain as to 
such matters, he was seized 
with a desire to acquire that 


knowledve himself. He was a 
steady, suber Scotchman of 355 
years of age T suppose. He went 
that very day and bought him an 
essay on Grammar: he came. to 
me to explain difficulties to him; 
and, in less than six months, he 
was far less likely to commit a 
srammatical error. 
of the Doctors of Divinity, with 
all their Latin and Greek A’ 
my leaving St. John, he wrote me 
a letter of thanks, which | kept 
fora long while as a specimen, not 
only of correct, but also of power 
ful and e legant writing. There was 
One of our own Serjeants, whose 
Name was Smarter, and who 
was a Yorkshireman, who began 
learning his A. B. UC. and who, at 
the end of a year, was as correct 
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a writer as [Lever saw in my life. 
He woe ahbont my own age; he 
was promoted as soon as be c ruld 


write avd read: and well he de. 
~erved it. for he was more fit to 
commend a Regiment than any 


Co one] or melo that I evcor saw. 


tH Wis strong | 1 bors. baat still 
stronger in sind. H« ha capa- 
aity to dive into all subjects. 


Ciean in bis person, an early riser, 
punctual in all has duties. sober, 
cood-tempered, honest, brave, 
and generous to the last degree. 
Hewns once with me in the dre ary 
woods. amongst the um elting 
nows, when [ was exhausted at 
nieht-fall, and fell dow:, unable 
te go farther, just as a torrent of 
rain began to pour ua en. us. 
Havi.g first torn off his shirt and 
rent it inthe vain hops of kindling 
fire by the help of his pistol, he 
took me upon his back, carried 
me five miles to the first dwe lling 
of human being, and, at the end 
of his journey, having previously 
pulled off his coat »nd thrown it 
away, he had neither shoe, nor 
stocking, nor gaifer left; his feet 
and legs were cul to pieces, and 
covered with bloed; and the mo- 
mont he had put me down and 
saw that I was. still alive, he 
burated into a flood of tears that 
probably saved his own file ; which, 
however, was then saved oniy to be 
lo-t in Holland, under the Duke 
of York. How often has my blood 
hoiled with indi nation at Sf eing 
this fine, this gallant, this honest, 
true- hearted and intelligent young 
man, standing with his hand to 
his hat before some worililess and 
stupid sot of an officer, whom na- 
ture seemed to have designed to 
black his shoes! And, does not 
the English army contain many a 
SMALLER now 2? O, yes! And, 
it is my duty to endeavour to af 





ford ali of them the same assis- 
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tance that I afforded him. 
now, the Boroughmongers have 
fallen upon a scheme to shut the 
door of promotion, beyond the 
rank of non-commissioned officer, 
against al! the soldiers and sail- 
ors. They have formed what they 


call military and naval academies | 


and colleges ; or, in other words, 
large Barrack Schools, where their 
own sons, or those at their de- 
pendents, are drilled and schooled 
for the express purpose of being 
officers, and where, from their 


entrance, at 10 years of age, they 


wear a military or naval uniform. 
As vacancies happen in either 
service they are filled from these 
precious seminaries, 
boys have been bred up to have 
no fecling in common with the peo- 
ple at large. This is the German 
mode. ft; is the mode of al! des- 
potic governments. And there is 
no doubt in my mind, that these 
institutions arose out of a settled 
design to introduce a Military 
Despotism in England. But, see 
how it affects the common soldier 
and sailor! Sir Witiiam Faw- 
cet, so long the Adjutant Gene- 
ral, had been a private soldier; 
so had General Suater of the 
Guards ; so had General Picton, 
the uncle of Sir Tuomas Picton; 
and so had hundreds of Commis- 
sioned officers twenty or thirty 
yearsago. This is all now at an 
end. In the navy several very 
distinguished officers had come 
from before’ the mast; amongst 
these were Lord Collingwood and 
Admiral Holloway. But, now, 
no sailor can possibly rise in this 


way. The regulations now ren- 
der such rise impossible. Is not 
thie an innovation? The _ Bo- 


roughmongers talk of znnovations. 
They are ‘afraid of innovations ! 
What do they call this?) I callit 


a most unjust and malignant at- 


where the | 
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But, | 
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tack upon the rights and liberties 
of the mass of the people. Men 
may perform prodigies of valour 
in battle; but the honour is all] 
to be given to the creatures of the 


Boroughmongers, who are bred | 


up to be officers, in the /egitimate 
academies! And Serjeant SMAL- 


/ LER and I, if we were still in the 


_molly- 














army, Should have to obey some 


of the poor, screely, pale-looking, 


built things that [ have seen 
walking about Blackwater Heath! 


Oh, sal This can never last long; 
but, in the meanwhile, let me endea- 
vour to instruct the Soldiers and Sai- 
lors in the acquiring of that sort of 
knowledge, which enabled me to 
laugh at my sots. There was a mid. 
shipman tried on board the Queen 
CxHarzorre, at Portsmouth, a few 
years ago. It wasin the fall, L think, 
of 1815. This vagabond had deserted, 
during the last war, somewhere about 
the Capes of Delaware, whither he 
had been sent with some men ina 
small vessel, under the 
command of a Lieutenant. He and 
the sailors set off, as soon as they got 
on shore, and left the Lieutenant to 
get back as he could. After the war 
over, the seape-gallows went 
over to Halifax and gave himself up 
to Admiral Griffiths, who sent him 
home to be tried for his life; and 
tried he was, fourd guilty, and con- 
demned to be hanged. I was present 
at the trial, and the defence was, that 
the chap was an ¢tdeot ; and his uncle, 
who is a London Clergyman of the 
Charch of England, proved upon oath, 
that the boy had always been a half- 
and that. being found not to 
have sense enough for any profession 
or business, he was got into the navy 


through the ¢nterest of Sir WiLL1aAM 
Curtis! The parscu was not asked 


as a cartel, 


was 


ideot, 
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whether he repaid Sir Wirtiam by 
his vote and interest at elections. It 
would have been a shame to hang the 
poor ideot; and, through the same 
interest, his free pardon was obtained! 
Jt is unnecessary to mention names; 
but, | was present at the trial, the 
record of which any Member of Par- 
liament may find by application at 
the Admiralty. 

Was not this a pretty fellow to 
command men? A pretty fellow to 
maintain discipline, to have the safety 
ofa ship and the lives and happivess 
of brave men at his mercy! Yet, 
had the rap not deserted, ir knows 
but Sir William might, in time, have 
made him an admiral! Here we come 
again back to the old accursed cause ; 
the root of all England’s evils. It 
was the interest of Sir William; it 
was the Parson’s votes; it was the 
corruption of elections, and the want 
of a Reform, that put this half-ideot 
and deserter into command in the 
navy. It is in vain for the Borough- 
nongers to affect to hope for the pre- 
servation of their power. The curse 
must be got rid of! This ideot was 
made an officer, because he was a fool ; 
because he was unfit for any profes- 
sion or trade; and these were the 
very words of his uncle the parson. 
The object was to save the fellow’s 
neck. The shame of making this 
acknowledgement was felt, I dare say ; 
but, the shame of having one of the 
family hanged would have been still 
greater. The proof of the ideocy did 
not rest upon mere verbal testimony. 
Letters of the wretch were produced, 
which .. »rroberated the uncle’s asser- 
tions. This affair only brought to 
light one instance out of, perhaps, hun- 
dreds. And thus the thing goes on, 
heaping all power, all authority, all 
emolument, upon the Boroughmongers 


and their vile, or imbecile, dependents. 


However, jet us, when they have 
the insolence to call us the “ Lower 
Orders,” prepare ourselves with use- 
ful knowledge, and let these insolent 
wretches marry one amongst another, 
‘tl, like the Jews, they have all one 
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and the same face, one and the same 
pair of eyes, and one and the same 
nose. Let them, if they can, prevent 
their footmen from bettering their 
blood and from reinforcing the limbs 
of their rickety race; and let us pre- 
pare for the day of their overthrow. 
They have challenged us to the combat. 
They have declared war against us. 
They have resorted to falsehood, fraud, 
and every thing that is base in order 
to keep us their slaves. They have 
an army, they boast. And who’ is 
this army composed, of ? Why, of the 
brothers and sons of that same people, 
of those very ** Lower Orders,” whom 
they affect to consider as a sort of 
brutes! So, here are one part of the 
‘¢ Lower Orders,’? whom they treat 
with respect, at any rate. And, do 
they think, that this will serve their 
turn for ever? Do they think, that 
this part of the *“* Lower Orders” have 
neither eyes to see, ears to hear, nor 
hearts to feel? Do they think, that a 
red coat changes the inward as well 
as the outward man? Do they think, 
that making it death almost to talk to 
a soldier will tend to inspire the sol- 
diers with zeal in their cause? The 
Boroughmongers must give us our 
rights, or they must, as I told my 
Lord Folkeston», hang their very title 
deeds upon the point of the bayonet; 
and, then, letthem recollect, that that 
bayonet is, after all, wielded by the 
*« Lower Orders.” Let them recollect 
this, and live as quietly and as com- 
fortably as they can; or, if any ad- 
ditional recollection be wanted, let 
them bear constantly in mind, that the 
tyrant James the Second was not 
driven away by speeches and votes of 
the great, but by the shout of his own 
English army, heard at St. James’s 
from Hounslow Heath, and expressing 
the army’s joy at the acquittal of men 
tried for libel! Let them bear this 
in mind, and then let them live and 
enjoy their unlawful power as tran- 
quilly as they can. 

Our struggle may be long; let us, 
then, make the result sure. We 
were, and are, quite willing to enjoy 
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only our bare rights; but these we 
shall nave, and the way to make - 

of them is to begin directly at 
foundation of all book-learuing. a 
to enable great numbers of the young 
and a:dent-minded men to acquire a 
competent knowledge of it. Sa pose 
that, during the first year, we instract 
to this extent, only three or four at 
Norwich, ten at Bristol. five at Not- 
tingham, a dozen at Manchester, and 
so on, wita a man or, two in each 
Regiment, Why, the effect of this 
alone would be very great; and this is 
really nothing at all in comparison of 
what we shall effect. [ will take special 
care, that no scoundrel hypocrite shail 
be able to call my book seditious or 
blasphemous. It shall allude neither 
to politics nor religion. So that 
nothing short of a direct Censorshép ; 
a downright Bourbon Censorship; 
nothing short of this sha® impede its 
progress ; for, it would be hard indeed 
to flog a soldier or a sailor for study- 
ing Grammar! Unless, indeed, this 
should come ueder that copious head 
of ** all other crimes not mentioned in 
‘6 the foregoing articles.” The Com- 
manding Offcer might, indeed, give 
out an Order against reading Consert’s 
Grammar, and then: flog the readers 
for ‘* disobedience of orders,’ which is 
also a very copious head. However, 
I defy them to put out the light, if I 
live to kindle it. 

There is no stronger instance of the 
disadvantage arising from a want of a 
knowledge of grammar than is seen, 
hy those who know him, in Mr. 
Warruman. Fle is a man greatly 
gifted by nat@e. [las a mid clear 
and strong and ingenious. He is na- 


turally eloquent ; bold from long habit 
of public speaking as well as from the 


To Mar. BENBow. 





{1115 


possession of real courage; has an ex. 
cellent voice; is quick at perceiving 
and ready at expressing. He Dasses 
for amaa of great talents, and he is a 
man of yieat talenis Yet, WdUeneVver 
Mr. Waitaman has to redace any 
thing '0 paver, he is not only greatly 
embarrassed ; he is not only in a state 
of uncertainty as to correctness ; hut, 
as must inevitably be the case, he js 
almost sure to be incorrect. And pot 


only incorrect as to mere gramma.— 


tical construciioa and orthography; 
but, if the writing be of any consider. 
able length, and if the arrangement be 
such as to make subsequeuat parts have 
a relative grammatical effect upon 
former parts, he often says what he 
does not mean to say, or makes the 
whole a jumble of nonsense. Abou: 
five years, or six years, ago, there was 
a petition, or address, drawn up by 
him, and passed at a Common Hall. 
{ forget the particular occasion now; 
bat, when [ saw the document, the 
next day, in the London papers, [ 
could not help observing to a gen- 
tleman, who was with me, how very 
incorrect it was, and how clearly it 
said in reality, in one place, at least, 
precisely the contrary of what its au- 
thor wished to say. Ina few days af- 
terwards up came an Oxford paper, I 
think it was, with a literary criticism 
upon this piece of compositio: ” which 
was mauled all to atoms, and yet 
which was really not unfairly treated. 
Ouly one half year’s study of gram- 
mar would, perhaps, have made Mr. 
WarruMan as much superior to this 
critic in that branch, as, I dare say, he 
was in real powers of mind, There 
have been many occasions, [am sure, 


when the difficulties arising from this 
deficiency have induced Mr. Waith- 
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Giclay, things which he was convinced 


gan to leave undone, or, atleast, to 
wight to be dune at once. It creates 
dependence, a diffidence 3 it cripples ; 
it benumbs. In short, Grammar is, 
s I said in my former letter, the 
inch-pin. [tis a trifle in itself, but 
yithout it, itis unsafe for the coach to 
nove a single yard. 

Those, who want the ** Lower Or- 
ders’’ to believe in ghosts and in the 
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pfedictions of Moore’s Almanack, also 
vould fain have us to believe, that, 
though to know the grammar of cur 
own language ts very useful, still, that 
itis not to be come at so easily at any 
rate, as through the means of learning 
the Latin language first! Bombardier 
Howie and Serjeant Smaller and I 
stood iu no need of this Latin lan- 
suage. If this were the case, how 
comesit, that these Latin scholars often 
write very bad English, as I shall, an- 
other time, have occasion to prove? 
But, the notion is so false, that a very 
few remarks will exhibit it to the con- 
tempt of every one who reads. 

The main principles of grammar, 
being founded in nature, are, and 
must be, ¢he same in all languages, in 
the like manner as the priaciples of 
the ever, and other mechanical pow- 
ers, are the same in all sorts of ma- 
chines. But; because this is so, would 
any man, who wanted his son to know 
how to make a pole to pull up a well- 
bucket, think it necessary to have him 
first taught how to construct a split- 
ting-mill? ‘The main principles are the 
same, but the several] parts of the ma- 
chinery, in the Latin and English Lan- 
guages, are wholly different. . The 
Nouns in Latin vary their endings 
many times; ours never but once. 
Che former include in them the mean- 


fllis 


ing of our articles and prepositions ; 
we have articles and prepositions, in 
distinct and separate words. Then the 
place of the words in the sentence is 
whoily different in the two languages. 
An instance taken from the French 
language will make this matter very 
plain. The French Verbs vary their 
terminations, or endings, about thirty 
fimes; ours only four times. Let ws 
take the Verb fo work, which, in 
French, is fravailler? 


ENGLISH. Frencuy. 


To work, ... . Travailler, 

I work,..... Je travaille, 
Thou workest, . Tu travailles, 
He works, .. . II travaille, 
Wework,. ... Nous travaillons, 
You work, ... Vous travaillez, 
They work,. . . Ils travaillent. 


There are about twenty other 
changes in this French word, while 
our word work always continues the 
same, or becomes worked to express 
what is passed; and, then, you see, 
we have the little word ¢o before our 
Verb at the outset; whereas the French 
include the meaning of that little word 
in the word ¢ravailler. Now, in ore. 
der for me to understand English 
Grammar, can it be necessary for me 
to understand the French language? 
Why, then, should it be necessary for 
me to understand the Latin language, 
which, in both its constituent and rela. 
tive parts is ten times more unlike ours 
than the French language is? No: the 
big wigs do not, [believe, say, that it is 


ing learnt the Latin language renders 
the learning of English Grammar more 
easy. No doubt, that the man who 
has learnt to erect a splitting-mill will 





put a pole to pull up a well-bucket 





absolutely necessary; but, that the hav-. 
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more easily than a man, who never 
saw or heard of any thing like a lever. 
But, how much more easily would the 

former have learnt to make thg well 
| pole than he learnt to censtetict the 
splittingemill? I have*not any difh- 
culty in believing, that man who has 
spent five or six years in attaining the 
Latin language learn English 
grammar more easily than a man who 
has spent that time in learning a érade 
of some sort. But, what is to make 
up for the loss of these five or stx 
years? A-thorough knowledge of the 
Latin language might shorten the work 
of learning’ English two or three 
months ; and am I, for the sake of 
saving (wo or three months to be at 
the expense of schooling for my son 
for five years, besides subjecting him 
to tyranny and tormentall the while, 
breaking down his spirit, cramping his 
genius, and, perhaps, destroying his 
health? IT want my son (suppose) to 
neat, strong, 


will 


learn to make a good, 
plain coat, fit for a sensible man’s use, 
and to be in use. every day ; aad, zn 
order to effect this object, shall I be foo! 
enough tosend him to some outlandish 
taylor to learn to make one of those 
fringed and tasseled and laced and frog- 
gedand furbelowed monkey things that 


the sycophantic erew wear to court ? | 


know how. to 
make the plain coat affer he has learnt 


yr 4 7 
l'o be sure he will 


to make this apish thing, for there is | 
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nothing but cutting: and sewing in 
both cases; but why not set him to 
learn to make the plain coat at once? 
I have heard tell of a rich mad fellow. 
who sent his servant maid to Paris to 
learn how to cook a leg of mutton 
and turnips; which, mad as it was, 
was not much less mad than the con- 
duct of those pdrents who send their 
sons to Latin Schools in order to ob. 
tain the means of hkearning English 
Grammar, or in order to obtain know- 
ledge of any sort. 

I have now, Sir, stated to you 
my plan, the reasons on which it is 
founded, and the motives which have 
induced me to undertake the execu- 
tion of it. As to that execution | 
am less anxious about its perfect man- 
ner than about its effect. The repu- 
tation that can attach to it is a matter 
of no consequence to me. I regard 
the knowledge of Grammar as of a 
very inferior order; but, it is, never- 
theless, necessary knowledge; the 
communication of it, as far as I am 
able, to the persons described at the 
outset of this letter, I regard as a 
duty to my country; and in the con- 
fident hope, that you, in spite of Sid- 
mouth’s dungeon, will live to witness 
some of its good effects, I remain 


Your sincere friend 


And most obedient servant, 


Wm. COBBETT. 
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